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INTRODUCTION

The OST/Almeda Corridors Redevelopment Authority (AUTHORITY), which administers
TIRZ #7, is seeking a CONSULTANT to provide professional services in connection with
enhancements to the historic Emancipation Park in the Third Ward section of Houston,
Texas. The Authority invites interested professionals to submit statements of qualifications
for this work, in accordance with the submission requirements stated in this RFQ. The
Authority is seeking to select a design firm who has received national recognition for the
design of urban and historical park facilities. Eligible firms can be a landscape architect,
architect, or exhibit designer. The selected firm must have design experience to lead a
team of professionals to design an outstanding urban and historical park. This selected
professional shall act as the overall design consultant who shall provide the design
leadership to M2L Associates, the local project landscape architect of record through which
all other professional decisions shall be made. ESPA CORP Inc. shall function as the
project manager and owner’s representative to assure that the project meets the goals and
objectives of the Authority.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SELECTION PROCESS

The AUTHORITY has resolved to commission a professional team of landscape architects,
architects, planners and consultants to develop a “World Class" solution to the
Emancipation Park in the historic African-American section of Third Ward in Houston,
Texas. In collaboration with the Friends of Emancipation Park, local historians, educators,
program planners, community stakeholders and the general public, the AUTHORITY has
determined that special human activities will be best served through master planning and
the design and construction of enhancements to be known as the Historic Emancipation
Park Project in the Third Ward of Houston, Texas.

The preliminary program for Emancipation Park prepared by Project for Public Spaces in
partnership with the City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department and the Friends of
Emancipation Park was conceived with the public (including area residents, community
based organizations, churches, schools, universities and businesses) to develop a vision
and program to guide future investments in the park.

The AUTHORITY requests that the professional identify the degree to which their firm
supports this vision and long term goals of this program citing their design experience in
that regard, also, the professional should provide specific examples of prior projects,
designed by their firms, which incorporated sustainability initiatives toward energy
conservation and “green” concepts, The design firm shall have a LEED AP and experience
in successfully designing LEED certified facilities.

Specific project experience should include those that successfully incorporated a projects
cultural, historical, local, and regional characteristics into the built environment both site and
architecture. Describe how you were successful in telling the ‘story’ of a site and it's
connection to the community and its people. lllustrate what methods or application
techniques that were used such as architectural vernacular, landscape, signage, and
exhibits. Provide specific techniques and applications that you believe would be applicable
to telling the Emancipation Park story.



The AUTHORITY has engaged a local consultant team led by M2L Associates Inc. to be the
Design Team of record including an architect, landscape architect, civil engineer, and
project manager (ESPA). The selected CONSULTANT shall provide design team leadership
to the AUTHORITY Design Team from schematic design through construction
documentation.

The CONSULTANT shall answer to the AUTHORITY Board who will be involved throughout
the design process. The CONSULTANT will be responsible for periodic presentations to
the AUTHORITY Board for updates and approval of the final designs. The AUTHORITY
Board approval is required for the following: selection of CONSULTANT and contracting
with CONSULTANT for design services. The AUTHORITY will approve issuing the notice
to proceed for the CONSULTANT to oversee the construction documentation phase after
successful completion of the initial design phase of the project. The AUTHORITY reserves
the right to terminate or cancel the Project and all agreements, for convenience and without
pecuniary penalty, as the best interest of the AUTHORITY necessitates.

The AUTHORITY will select a CONSULTANT by determining the most qualified, as
required by the selection criteria herein. The AUTHORITY's selection committee will review
all complete submissions received by the deadline, and may create a short list of qualified
firms. The selection process will be based on a review of all information solicited by this
RFQ, and any other relevant information stated. The AUTHORITY selection committee may
conduct interviews with one or more firms. No expenses shall be paid by the AUTHORITY
for submittals, and/or interviews including travel, housing, and other incidental expenses.
The AUTHORITY will select the professional or firm it believes to be the most qualified, and
may attempt to negotiate an acceptable contract with such firm. Any final, binding contract
for consultant services is subject to final approval by the selection committee. The
AUTHORITY reserves the right to waive any irregularities and informalities and make any
decision that it judges, in its sole discretion, to be in the best interest of the AUTHORITY. If
negotiations fail between the AUTHORITY and the selected professional or firm, the
committee shall turn to the next ranked professional or firm for negotiations. This process
continues if these subsequent negotiations are not successful.



METHODOLOGY:

Through graphics, branding programs, lighting units, banners, audio visual kiosks, deep
levels of historical meaning can be continually infused through the park to constantly remind
one of the significance of this important place.

The park should always provide external and internal spaces to foster current trends of
human activities without sacrificing past history and past occurrences. The final result
should certainly be “not too heavy or not too light." It should be just right.

A potential design element for consideration is an overhead pedestrian connection across
Dowling Street. This design feature could act as a gateway to Third Ward and be inspired
by both cultural and historical events as well as serve to physically connect vacant land on
the Eastern side of Dowling Street for future annexation.

Parcels on the Western edge are occupied by single family dwellings having traditional
exterior architectural fronts of "old town” images. Likewise, to the South across Elgin Street
is the historic Eldorado Ballroom, once the center of Saturday Night Live local and national
entertainers. Adjacent to this facility (South) is the PABA’s (Progressive Amateur Boxing
Association) building founded by the "boxing” preacher Rev. Ray Martin who allegedly
floored Muhammad Ali in an impromptu boxing match. North of the property is the historic
Greater Jerusalem Baptist Church, once pastored by Rev. D. Leo Everett, a former HISD
school board president and avid civil rights leader.





















