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Summary of Process

Project for Public Spaces (PPS) worked with the
O5T/Almeda Corridors Redevelopment
Authority (operating on behalf of TIRZ#7) and
City of Houston Parks and Recreation
Department to facilitate a community process
with the public to develop a vision and program
to guide future investment in Emancipation
Parlk. There were two goals of this work. The
first was to create a long-term vision that
guides the park’s development and that would
help ensure that the park becomes a
neighborhood attraction and a monument to
Emancipation of national significance. The
second, related goal was to work with the
community - the Friends of Emancipation Parl,
local residents, organizations, and other
stakeholders - to capitalize on the
neighborhood's inherent assets, the mlented
and passionate people who live and work there,

As part of the process, PPS facilitated two
public "placemaking workshops,” on December
4% and 6%, 2008. The workshops were
attended by approximately 75 community
members and stakeholders, including area
institutions, city agencies and local residents,
businesses, and property owners. Following a
presenation about successful parks
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around the world, the audience was divided into
small groups that went on-site to evaluate five
different areas of the park. These groups then
developed an analysis for their area and
presented their recommendations on what
attractions would entice different people to the
park.

PP5 and the Authority also conducted a number
of interviews / focus groups with a variety of
stakeholders including representatives of the
Friends of Emancipation Park, The Dawn Project,
Third Ward Cammunity Cooperative, Third
Ward Village, Project Row Houses, Washington
Terrace Civic Association, Houston City Council
representatives, T3U and University of Houstan
and other community leaders,

business community representatives, and art,
history & culture groups.

Finally, PP5 reviewed a number of existing
documents that comprise an important history of
efforts to recognize the importance of
Emancipation Park. These documents included
information, records, reports and student papers
provided by the Friends of Emancipation Park and
the Dawn Project, as well as documents from the
City of Houston Planning and Parks
Departments,

il



A Vision for Emancipation Park

Community residents and stakeholders described
the vision for Emancipation Park as a vibrant
neighborhood center that becomes the heart and
soul of 3™ Ward residents and institutions, where
local people find daily inspiration in the culture and
history of their own community. It will be a cultural
ogsis, where the many talented people of the
neighborhood are highlighted and open their gifts to
the young people in the area. While it is mainly a
neighborhood family attroction that becomes a
paint of pride and rebirth for the 3™ Ward, it will
also ottain national significonce as a fiving
monument to African American history and the
rebirth of o significant black neighborhood. As
such, it would be on the short list of many tourists
to the Houston area.
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The park will be a hub of diverse activity, ranging
from recreation to live performonces to all manner of
programs that are offered in partnership with local
arganizations, institutions, schools, and individuals. [t
will become the central place where residents and
local orgonizations work together to build o shared
vision for the neighborhood's renaissance - g vision
that will help guide the work of those organizations
and identify neighborhood priorities. It will provide a
guality environment that promotes heaith — walking,
recreating, leaming healthy habits, being outdoors,
sodal gathering & interaction,
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Overall Goals

With more than 30 years of experience planning,
programming and designing great parks, PPS has

distilled some basic principles that contribute to

creating active, welcoming, and attractive public

spaces,

One of these basic principles is that a great park
needs an active edge as well az core activities to
attract people and to reach into the surrounding
neighborhood. In the past, the streets surrounding
Emancipation Park, and particularly Dowling Street,
were full of commercial and cultural activities
providing that active edge. While today the area is
slowly coming back o life, and a number of excellent
projects are generating a buzz in the area, they still
don't provide the critical mass needed for a truly
active edge.

This means that the park's core has to be really
special to attract people with its destinations,
amenities, and programming to compensate for the
lost vitality of surrounding streets.

It means also that intentional and committed
partnerships with community members and
neighbors, area organizations, projects and
institutions will be key to building the wonderful
destination Emancipation Park is poised to become.,
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These are exciting times for the 3™ Ward, and
there is a great opportunity to use the investments
that will be made in the park as a catalyst for
positive change in the area. The revitalization of
Emancipation Park will be another component
helping build a critical mass of revitalization on the
neighborhood level adding to the ongoing efforts of
many area groups and organizations.

The pages that follow present an outline of the
potential destinations that could be created within
the park reflecting the many exciting ideas
generated in the public process.






























































































































